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Editorial 
Manuela Martinez  

European Bulletin Editor 
 

Welcome to the December 2016 edition of the ISRA Bulletin. In 
this Bulletin we share information about our recent XXIIst World 
Meeting held in Sydney last July, organized by Wayne Warburton 
and Tom Denson.  
 
In this Bulletin, we are happy to inform you about our next XXIII 
World Meeting that will be held in Paris, July 2018, and hosted at 
the Paris Descartes University by Farzaneh Pahlavan and a local 
committee. I encourage all of you to participate in this Meeting in 
which you will have the opportunity of meeting other ISRA 
members and sharing your research. 
 
As always, we end the Bulletin with the ISRA Flyer that is 

designed to describe our Society, increase our exposure, and attract new members; be sure to share this 
flyer with your colleagues and students.  

 
In closing, please remember that our goal for the Bulletin is to keep our members informed of 
scholarship in the area of Aggression and to share each other’s work. So, please email Eric with any 
materials you would like us to include in the next issue of the Bulletin in July 2017. 
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A Message from Our President-Elect, Barbara Krahé 

 
Let’s take up the challenge of prevention and intervention! 
 
Dear ISRA colleagues, 

First of all, I would like to thank you very much for the trust you 
placed in me in last summer’s leadership election. It will be a great 
privilege and honor for me to serve ISRA as its president for the term 
from 2018 to 2020, and I will do my very best to fill the office in the 
strong tradition and spirit of the presidents so far. 

Looking at today’s world both as a citizen and an aggression 
researcher, one cannot fail to realize the sad truth that our discipline is 
challenged, maybe more than ever, to come up with answers of why there 
is such abundant evidence of aggression and violence around us and what 

can be done about it.  As a multidisciplinary field, aggression research has accumulated a strong body of 
theories and empirical findings to explain what causes aggressive behavior at the level of individuals, 
groups, and societies, how it is developed and maintained over the life course, and how individual 
characteristics, social influences, and socio-political factors interact to explain why certain individuals 
act violently under certain social, political, and historical conditions. This knowledge base has benefited 
greatly from collaborations between researchers studying animal and human behavior, as well as the 
exchange between psychologists, psychiatrists, sociologists, political scientists, and historians, to name 
just a few of the academic fields involved in the study of aggression and violence. It has generated 
important, empirically supported explanations of why people commit hate crimes against ethnic or 
sexual minorities, why certain individuals offer themselves as suicide bombers seeking to kill a 
maximum number of innocent targets, and more generally how humans overcome what we hoped would 
be a natural barrier against harming and killing their conspecifics. 

By comparison, our knowledge base about successful strategies for preventing and reducing 
aggression and violence seems far more limited. One reason is certainly that adopting measures to tackle 
aggression and violent is not a task driven only by a disinterested and impartial search for knowledge. It 
is deeply political and tied to conflicting views and interests. The debates surrounding issues such as gun 
control legislation, restricting access to violent media, or the deterrent potential of capital punishment 
are examples that immediately come to mind. Even though political actors are not always keen to listen 
to independent experts, I believe aggression research has a lot to offer to inform and improve policy 
decisions at many levels and in diverse fields of application. As individuals, but perhaps also as an 
organized body such as ISRA, we should consider taking a more proactive role in translating our 
theoretical insights and empirical evidence into strategies that have the potential to reduce aggression 
and violence and promote this knowledge beyond the world of academia. In this spirit, I hope to see the 
topic of preventing aggression and violence well-represented in the scientific program of the ISRA 
meeting in Paris and will try to put together a strong team of scholars from different disciplines to make 
it happen.  

 In the meantime, I wish all of you a very a healthy, happy, and productive year 2017! 
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A Message from Our President-Elect 
Mike Potegal 

 
 

The “new” ISRA website is up and running – and the portal for 
paying dues to continue one’s membership is operational.  Our 
journal, Aggressive Behavior, is flourishing. 
 
I, and surely many others, are still savoring delightful memories of 
our time “down under” at and around the meeting in Sydney. 
Thank you, Tom Denson and Wayne Warburton. (Afterward, my 
family and I did get to walk among the wallabies and kangaroos). 
At the same time, we are working closely with Farzaneh Pahlavan, 
our local host and meeting organizer, for the upcoming 2018 
meeting in Paris to make our next get-together a vital and exciting 

occasion for all. 
 
As president, I will personally be reaching out to people in different disciplines whose interesting 
and important work on aggression has been underrepresented, or even unrepresented, in ISRA. 
This includes, but is not limited to, anthropologists and criminologists as well as those who work 
on issues of terrorism, international conflict and war. A special emphasis will be placed on 
bringing biologically oriented work back to ISRA, starting with a pre-meeting workshop on the 
neuroscience of aggression.   
 
Many of us are concerned about the new US administration, as well as populist trends around the 
world, that appear inimical to scientific truths and to science itself as a mode of inquiry and a 
respected source of validated information about the natural world and the people who inhabit it. 
Continuing bogus claims that childhood vaccines cause autism, disregarding hard-won evidence 
to the contrary, is a case in point. The White House webpage on global warming was summarily 
shut down; some of our fellow scientists who study climate change have been silenced. There are 
direct, well reasoned links from world wide warming to our concerns with aggression; drought 
and increasing desertification in the Mideast and parts of Africa, ongoing and intensifying 
national and international disputes over water resources, and the coming displacement of 
millions living in coastal areas by rising sea levels are all potent sources of aggression (e.g., see 
Hsiang et al 2013). These major environmental problems are likely to fuel continued terrorist 
activities as well as create new arenas of conflict  
 
As scientists, we are keenly aware of the importance of maintaining our participation in 
international relationships and research communities, as embodied in ISRA’s long and strong 
commitment to internationalism. In the US we are also well aware, and glad about, the vital role 
played by young scientists who are here on work visas or who have emigrated from other 
countries to join our research enterprises or to create their own.  
 
ISRA is a non-profit organization regulated by the US Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3). As 
such, there are limits on political activity. We cannot advocate for or against specific candidates 
for public office or political parties. However, we can provide the public with information about 
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research findings and extrapolations relevant to political issues. Because any particular set of 
conclusions is unlikely to be supported by the entire membership of ISRA, we are careful to 
specify the authorship of such statements, such as the Report of the Media Violence Commission 
(Krahé et al 2012) and our recent posting of the statement on torture from APA Division 19, the 
Society for Military Psychology.   
 
Many scientists, myself included, are resolving to become more involved in political activity as 
private citizens. In the US, opportunities abound for individual action. Issues around efforts to 
loosen gun laws are one area where work at state and national levels is called for. The planned 
March for Science in Washington, D.C. on Earth Day, April 22 is an opportunity to demonstrate 
solidarity with other scientists and support for science as an enterprise that contributes to 
democratic governance based on reality. Will we see you there? 
 
Hsiang, S. M., Burke, M., & Miguel, E. (2013). Quantifying the influence of climate on human 
conflict. Science, 341(6151), 1235367. 
 
Krahé, B., Berkowitz, L., Brockmyer, J. H., Bushman, B. J., Coyne, S. M., Dill, K. E., ... & 
Möller, I. (2012). Report of the media violence commission. Aggressive behavior, 38(5), 335-
341. 
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A Message from our Executive Secretary 

Dominic Parrott 
 

Dear ISRA Colleagues: 
 
The second half of 2016 found ISRA charting some very new 
ground.  The Society went to Sydney, Australia for its 22nd World 
Meeting, marking the first time that the meeting had been held on 
that continent.  And, the Society broke new ground in cyberspace 
by launching its new website and using social media platforms.  I 
would like to take some space here to give you all some important 
updates and reminders regarding ISRA’s new website and social 
media presence.   

 
A primary reason for the overhaul of the ISRA website was to process membership payments.  
ISRA Treasurer Sarah Coyne and I have been overseeing this process for the 2017 membershi 
drive, and so far as I can tell, members and new members have navigated this new platform with 
relative ease.  If you have any feedback, please let me know!  As a part of processing 
membership payments online, ISRA is also upgrading the way it stores membership information 
and communicates with members.  We are using a professional and secure email platform that 
allows the Society to more efficiently disseminate emails to our members while at the same time 
synching membership registration information from the ISRA website into that platform.  Yes, 
we are tip-toeing into the 21st century! 
 
Another primary motivation for overhauling the website was to better connect our members and 
the Society with scholars, and the broader public, around the world.  To this end, the ISRA 
website receives and posts 2-3 blogs from ISRA members and non-members on a monthly basis.  
These can be found on the main blog page (http://www.israsociety.com/blog/).  The website also 
maintains the Young Investigator’s corner (http://www.israsociety.com/the-young-investigators-
corner), which aims chronicle posts by the most recent class of Young Investigators.  Here, YIs 
write about their personal experiences with the YI program, research they are conducting, and 
other relevant topics.  There is also a page for “Featured Articles” in Aggressive Behavior 
(http://www.israsociety.com/journal/featured-articles/).  Several times per year, Editor John 
Archer and his team of Associate Editors will select one recently published or forthcoming 
article in the journal to feature on the website.  ISRA promotes all of these posts via social 
media.  At present, ISRA is active on Twitter (@ISRA_Society) and Facebook (@ISRASociety).  
If you use these platforms and haven’t connected with ISRA, now is the time!!   
 
Another way that the ISRA website can help connect members is via the “Members Only” portal 
on the ISRA website.  Effective January 2017, active members (i.e., if you paid your 2017 dues) 
will have password restricted access to the “Members Only” portion of the website.  This can be 
accessed from the top menu on any page within the ISRA website.  At present, the landing page 
you see once you enter your login and password is pretty modest.  At present, there are several 
syllabi for aggression-related courses and – as you know if you are reading this in 2017 – there is 
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a place for last two editions of the ISRA Bulletin.  Over the year, other pedagogical resources 
will be made available (e.g., videos, pictures, etc.).  Indeed, over time, we hope to grow this 
content to make it a useful resource to our membership.    
 
I encourage all ISRA members to take some time to explore the website.  We hope you find it a 
useful site to visit and welcome your suggestions for how to help it grow into the future.  You 
can provide feedback to me, or any of the other members of the ISRA Website Steering 
Committee (Katja Bertsch, Brad Bushman, Barbara Krahé, and Mike Potegal) who I thank for 
their efforts in facilitating much of the content updates since July 2016. 
  
Best Regards, 
  

 
Dominic Parrott 
Executive Secretary 
International Society for Research on Aggression 
 
 
 

A Message from the Archivist, Kaj Björkqvist 
 

    Dear Colleagues, 
 
I intend to make a photo archive for ISRA. If you have 
pictures from ISRA meetings over the years, could you please 
send me copies in jpg-format? And, please, provide 
information about each picture: the name and year of the 
conference, and the names of the people in the picture.  Avoid 
sending multiple pictures which are more or less identical. 
 
Appreciating your help, 
 

 
Kaj Björkqvist 
Archivist 
kaj.bjorkqvist@abo.fi 
 
  



 

 
 

8  

 
ISRA 2016 IN SYDNEY – AN AWESOME WORLD MEETING  

 
	  
Thank you to everyone who attended the 22nd ISRA World Meeting in Sydney this past July 
hosted by Macquarie University and the University of New South Wales (UNSW). As you may 
have noticed from our anxious emails before the conference, we were a little worried that no one 
would make the epic journey around the world to come visit us Down Under. We were wrong. 
Attendance was terrific and we had an excellent academic program and a fun social program that 
showed off the highlights of our beautiful city. 
 
Prior to the conference proper at UNSW, the ISRA preconference seminar was held at 
Macquarie University. The four conference keynotes spoke, as well as two aggression 
researchers from Macquarie, Kay Bussey and Sally Fitzpatrick, who detailed some of their 
research on bullying in schools. Attendance far exceeded expectations, and those who attended 
were treated to a wonderful and diverse day. Of particular note was the traditional Aboriginal 
story told by Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews, of the D'harawal nation, who held the delegates 
spellbound. 
 
The conference proper opened with a passionate and somewhat controversial ‘welcome to 
country’ by a local Aboriginal elder, followed by the first of our four keynote speakers, Jack van 
Honk, who has co-appointments in Utrecht (the Netherlands), and Capetown (South Africa). 
Jack’s talk was chock full of great data and called ‘A new look at the human amygdala and 
psychopathy’. Day 2’s keynote was by UNSW’s very own Eddie Harmon-Jones, who talked 
about ‘Anger and its (surprising) relationship with positive emotions’. Day 3’s keynote address 
was by violence historian, Joanna Bourke, from Birbeck College in London. She gave a 
compelling talk titled ‘Sadists: A History of Rape-Murderers and Forensic Psychiatry’. The final 
keynote was presented by Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews, from the University of Technology 
Sydney. His talk was titled ‘Understanding Racism and Bullying from Indigenous Standpoints’ 
and mixed in traditional Aboriginal storytelling with empirical data. 
 
We also had two additional addresses by two long-time contributors to ISRA, Kaj Björkqvist and 
John Archer. Kaj, who gave the Presidential Address, presented his work on ‘Childhood physical 
punishment as a predictor of victimisation from and perpetration of bullying and peer aggression 
at school.’ John couldn’t attend but pre-recorded an excellent talk for his Scott Award Address, 
called ‘Why are men more violent than women?’ 
 
The remaining academic program consisted of some wonderful symposia, thematic sessions of 
individual talks, and posters. The symposia and thematic talks were run in three parallel streams. 
We had thought-provoking talks on cyberaggression, media violence, evolutionary approaches, 
animal models, sex differences, developmental perspectives, alcohol-related aggression, brain 
mechanisms, public health approaches, intimate partner violence, sexual violence, moral 
disengagement, and violence in psychiatric populations. 
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Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews, of the D'harawal nation, 
spoke about subtle forms of violence towards indigenous Australians 

 

 
 

Tom Denson had the room in stitches at the preconference seminar 
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Kay Bussey, Eddie Harmon Jones and Joanna Bourke answer questions 
 

 
 

Eddie Harmon Jones 
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Jack van Honk shared his ground-breaking work on hormones and aggression 
 
 

 
 

The ISRA conference was the ideal venue to ask interested aggression researchers if they wished to form 
an Australian aggression research network (the meeting of interested people at ISRA is pictured above). 

Currently the Australian Violence and Aggression Research Network (AVARN) is in its formative stages 
with a steering committee and 66 prospective members having been polled. 
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Wayne thanks Joanna Bourke after a fascinating talk on the global history of sexual violence 
 

 
 

The preconference seminar was very well attended. 
 
Apart from an excellent scientific program delegates reported back to the organizers that the 
main venue at UNSW was outstanding, the food yummy, and the mood of the conference was 
happy, collegial and upbeat. People had a great time. 
 
Delegates and their families also really enjoyed the various social events designed to give people 
a taste of Sydney and Australia. 
 
To kick off ISRA 2016, the ISRA 2016 Welcome Function was held at the Coogee Bay Hotel, 
directly opposite beautiful Coogee Beach. Many people caught up with colleagues they hadn’t 
seen for two or more years, and there was a sense of excitement and anticipation as people 
chatted, nibbled and sipped on their drinks. This was a perfect start to the social program. 
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On the restaurant night, people chose a cuisine and turned up at the nominated restaurant to see 
who their companions would be. New friends were made as people enjoyed some really good 
food. The most popular cuisine was ‘Modern Australian’, but there were 5 other cuisines to 
choose from, including fresh Australian seafood. 
 
On the Thursday afternoon delegates could choose between a harbor cruise and a visit to the 
Bara Barang Aboriginal community. The Harbour Cruise left in the early afternoon. Those on the 
cruise sipped wine, ate delicious canapes and watched the sun go down on beautiful Sydney 
Harbour from the water. The Sydney Harbour Bridge, the Opera House, Darling Harbour, Fort 
Denison and the beautiful beaches and bays in Sydney Harbour provided the perfect backdrop 
for a relaxing afternoon. 
 
Fifty delegates opted to catch a bus to Kariong on the NSW Central Coast to visit the Bara 
Barang Aboriginal Community in Darkinjung country. Here they were greeted by two 
Aboriginal elders – Denise Markham, and Gavi Duncan and other members of Bara Barang 
Community. After a welcome to country and smoking ceremony, they visited a nearby sacred 
site. Gavi showed delegates the site’s rock carvings (up to 17,000 years old), speaking about the 
cultural significance of the carvings, carved and re-carved over millennia. People were spell 
bound. Afterward, delegates ate a meal at Bara Barang, including bush tucker, at tables decorated 
with aboriginal artefacts – boomerangs, spears, woomeras (spear throwers) and dilly bags among 
others. 
 
The Gala Banquet was held on picturesque Darling Harbour at the Cyren Bar and Grill. Here the 
Young Investigators and Lagerspetz Award winners were celebrated, and John Archer was 
announced as the JP Scott Award winner. Also, the new ISRA Office holders were announced, 
with much delight at Barbara Krahé being announced as the ISRA president elect. The food was 
great, the weather was nice, and Darling Harbour very pretty. A great night! 
 
Delegates also enjoyed traditional Aussie barbeques mid conference and after the conference 
close on Saturday afternoon. We were surprised at how many people stayed back to enjoy a 
‘snag’ (i.e., sausage) and a cold drink after the conference. Luckily we had plenty of sausages 
and volunteers to man the ‘barbie’. 
 
Feedback from delegates has been uniformly positive about all aspects of the conference, and we 
should mention here that ISRA 2016 in Sydney would not have been possible without a small 
army of volunteers – students and ex-students from Macquarie University and NSW. Thank you 
so much to the ISRA 2016 Organizing Committee (who worked very hard for 3 years prior to the 
meeting) and to the other wonderful ISRA 2016 volunteers. 
 
And thank you to those who attended, especially those who travelled long hours and long 
distances to come. You all seemed to come with a smile and a positive attitude. It was a delight 
to have you in Australia – please come back soon! 
 
Wayne and Tom 
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2018 ISRA World Meeting in Paris, France July 10-14  
 
The 2018 World Meeting of the International Society for Research on Aggression will be in 
Paris, France from July 10-14, 2018. The meeting will be hosted at the Paris Descartes 
University by Farzaneh Pahlavan and a local committee (farzaneh.pahlavan@parisdescartes.fr).  
 
Eeveryone agrees that Paris is one of the most beautiful and lively cities in the world and it 
deserves to be visited and explored. In addition, Paris is much less expensive than many other 
capitals, and most of the remarkable sites (The Louvre, the Sainte-Chapelle, the Conciergerie, 
the Saint-Jacques tower or Notre-Dame, the Eiffel Tower, the Trocadero gardens, the Champ de 
Mars, the Invalides, and the musée du quai Branly) are concentrated in the heart of Paris and thus 
are highly accessible from the conference venue.  So, visiting the most unmissable places of 
Paris in few days is a promise rather than a hope!   
 
Both pre-meeting workshops (Young Investigators, Neuroscience & Aggression) and the World 
Meeting proper (i.e., all plenary addresses, symposia, and poster sessions) will take place at the 
headquarters of the Paris Descartes University “Collège Royal de Chirurgie” (The Royal College 
of Surgery), in the heart of the lively left bank area, the 6th quarter of Paris.  This location was at 
the forefront of the city’s intellectual life in the 1950s.  Built in 1769, this historical monument 
and masterpiece of the “Greek-like” style became the Faculty of Medicine at the beginning of the 
19th century and remained the Paris Medical School until the 1950’s when it was replaced by the 
new Faculty of Medicine, located in the Rue des Saints-Pères. Paris Descartes University has the 
privilege of housing several museums within its premises, including “History of Medicine 
Museum (since 1905).  

 
The venue is within easy walking distance from French historical monuments (e.g., Church de 
Notre Dame de Paris, Louvre Museum, Quartier Latin, Place Saint Michèle, Church de Saint 
Germain), and also underground, local food shops, cafés, and university restaurant.  Close to the 
venue, there are modern and historical hotels which could be considered for housing (Novotelet 
and some other smaller hotels offering residence at lower price for students).  
 
The scientific program will include invited speakers, symposia, and poster sessions and be 
preceded on Monday, July 9 by a pre-conference workshop on Neuroscience and Aggression.  
And, for the sixth consecutive World Meeting, ISRA will sponsor the Young Investigator 
Program. As is typical for an ISRA World Meeting, a broad range of biological, psychological, 
and social topics and issues related to aggression will be presented, thus providing a wide view 
on current aggression research and incorporating novel developments.  Information about 
registration, submission deadlines, costs and relevant web links will made available on the 
conference website, the ISRA homepage, and the ADRIP (International Association for 
Diffusion of Research on Social Psychology).  The World Meeting will also be disseminated via 
other social networks. 
 
The social program will include an Opening wine and cheese reception, a Conference opening 
welcome lunch at Paris Descartes University, and an optional Cruise and dinner on the Seine 
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River (Bateau Mouche) with view of the Opera House, Harbour Bridge, islands, and other sights.  
Registrants will also be treated to a poster session and wine reception as well as a Farewell-
Award dinner banquet & Ball at fire station (Bals des Pompiers).  
 
Obviously, we would like to invite ISRA members to enjoy Morning and Evening Festivities of 
14th  July (i.e., Bastille Day!), in addition to “Bals des Pompiers” held the night  before (13th 
July) during which the Pompiers de Paris are the kings of the night, waiting to dance on this 
special occasion .  
Also note that all major museums and parks are OPEN on Bastille Day!  

It is really a great day to see Paris! 

Hoping to see you at the 2018 ISRA World Meeting in Paris, France 
 

 

 
 

Cour d'honneur 
 

 
 

Grand Hall       Amphithéâtre Vulpian 
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Musée d'Histoire de la Médecine 
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New Book from Lea R. Pulkkinen. Human development from middle childhood 
to middle adulthood: Growing up to be middle-aged 

Pulkkinen, L. (2017). Human development from middle childhood 
to middle adulthood: Growing up to be middle-aged.  (In 
collaboration with Katja Kokko.) London: Routledge (in press). 

This work focuses on human development from middle childhood 
to middle adulthood, through analysis of the research findings of 
the long-term Jyväskylä Longitudinal Study of Personality and 
Social Development (JYLS). The JYLS project began in 1968 
with the study of individual differences in 8-year-old children’s 
socioemotional behavior covering behavior regulation (aggressive 
versus compliant behavior) and emotion regulation (constructive 

versus anxious behavior). The same individuals (initially 369; 52% boys) were studied twice in 
adolescence, twice in young adulthood and twice in middle adulthood. The latest data were 
collected at age 50. Around 95% of the randomly selected initial sample was studied at least one 
point of adulthood.  

The study has generated extensive publications, and this book is the first synthesis of the 
conceptual framework, methodology, and results of it. The study looks at the development over 
time in personality and well-being, education and career line, family and work, health behavior 
and health, and anti-social behavior. The study shows that there are different paths to adulthood 
and that the developmental consequences of children’s differences in self-regulation are 
significant for their future.  The book is expected to come out in spring 2017.  
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Also from Lea R. Pulkkinen 

Pulkkinen, L. (2017). Longitudinal Study of Personality and Social Development: Insights about 
aggression after 5 decades. In A. T. Vazsonyi, D. J. Flannery, & M. DeLisi (Eds.) (2017). The 
Cambridge Handbook of Violent Behavior and Aggression, 2nd Edition. Cambridge University 
Press (in press). 

The article is based on the JYLS data but limited to aggression by summarizing the results on 
aggression-related issues. The author began the JYLS study with her interest in aggressive and 
nonaggressive behaviors of children. After five decades of study she presents 28 insights about 
aggression concerning differences in aggressive acts, situation-specificity of aggression, 
continuity of aggression from childhood to middle age, developmental processes associated with 
aggressive behavior, predictors of crime, and developmental paths. The results showed, for 
instance, that the commonly known argument that childhood aggression predicts adult aggression 
is valid only with strict limitations. The same finding concerns aggression as a predictor of 
crime. 

The handbook is expected to come out in fall 2017. 

 

 
Dr. Nadine Connell (The University of Texas at Dallas) was recently awarded, along with Dr. 
Joshua Freilich (John Jay College of Criminal Justice) and Dr. Steven Chermak (Michigan State 
University), a grant from the National Institute of Justice - to study the causes and correlates of 
school shootings on K–12 campuses in the United States. The two year project will help 
researchers and practitioners better understand the myriad of situational as well as psychological 
aspects to preventing school shootings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM ISRA MEMBERS 
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ISRA: an Interdisciplinary Society 
  
ISRA, the International Society for Research on 
Aggression, founded in 1972, is an international 
interdisciplinary, organization dedicated to the 
study and dissemination of information on the 
causes and consequences of aggressive behavior 
and violence in all of its forms and contexts.  
 

 
 

The Social Burden of Violence 
 

The human capacity for aggressiveness and 
violence inflicts a considerable burden on 
society. Obviously, it can lead to death and 
immediate physical injury, but it also creates 
long-term physical and emotional disabilities. In 
addition, violence has a profound effect on those 
who witness it, such as the families and 
communities of the victims. Moreover, it 
impairs the ability of communities to address 
important public health issues, such as infectious 
diseases, malnutrition, urban decay, and 
environmental hazards. Violence and aggression 
often prevents the delivery of critical public 
services, such as emergency management and 
education. Such effects on society tend to 
exacerbate the very adverse social conditions 
that promote aggression, facilitating a vicious 
circle, with violence as a crucial factor.  
 

 
 

home page: http://www.israsociety.com/ 
ISRA's Core Mission 

 
Effectively addressing violence and aggression, 
whether it be child abuse, domestic violence, 
homicide, terrorism, sexual violence, or civil 
wars, requires a sustained focus by international 
scientists. ISRA's principal mission since 1972 is 
to show that aggression and violence, as well as 
alternative ways to resolve conflicts, can be 
successfully studied using scientific methods.  
 
 

 
  

Members, Meetings and Media 
 
• ISRA members gather for World Meetings 

every other year on alternating continents. 
• All members receive Aggressive Behavior the 

official journal of ISRA at a discount. 
• Members receive the ISRA E-Bulletin. 
 
 

 
 

From Understanding to Solutions 
  
Finding solutions to the pervasive consequences 
of aggression, requires a multidisciplinary 
approach. To understand the complex causes, 
our research addresses brain and other physical 
processes that underlie the human capacity for 
violence and the psychological processes that 
facilitate violent actions. Strategies providing 
alternatives to violence are studied together with 
the social factors that serve to promote or 
prevent violent behavior. Importantly, students 
of aggression studies are increasingly moving  
beyond the simple awareness of new results in 
other disciplines, to develop important research 
approaches that span multiple disciplines. As a 
result, novel areas of synergy and convergence 
between different disciplines and methodologies 
emerge. ISRA meetings and media provide the 
forum and the multidisciplinary audience.  
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 Join ISRA & Turn page!  ► 
A Multidisciplinary Society  

  
ISRA is home to virtually all scientific 
disciplines interested in aggression and violence, 
such as psychology, neuroscience, anthropology, 
animal behavior, endocrinology, primatology, 
psychiatry, genetics, pharmacology, sociology, 
and criminology. Joining ISRA will help you to 
reach the right audience for your own research. 
Its meetings provide an optimal forum to learn 
about novel concepts and advances in other 
fields. Members enjoy reduced registration fees 
at ISRA meetings.  

 
 

 

Awards  
 

• Each World Meeting the John Paul Scott Award  
is presented to a scientist with a distinguished 
lifetime contribution to aggression research. 

• Presentation Awards are granted to young 
scientists for excellence in presentation of 
original research to a multidisciplinary audience.  

 
 

 

The ISRA Logo 
 
The ISRA logo reflects our intention to advance 
the understanding of a deeply rooted behavior. 
The humanoid figure in the logo was modified 
from a petrograph called "the warrior" on the 
Minnesota-Ontario border1). The figure seems to  
express the ambivalent human attitude towards 
aggression. The figure faces us, a spear in its left 
hand, reflecting potential to kill. The tip of the  
spear points downwards, so the weapon is not 
about to be thrown. The right hand is up and 
open, a stop-signal in many cultures, and often a 
signal of peaceful intent. The heart-shaped body 
expresses force and human’s emotional nature. 
 
1) M Furtman, Magic on the rocks  (2000) ISBN: 0-916691-02-0 

 
 
Home page: http://www.israsociety.com/ 

Membership 
  
ISRA has four kinds of members: 
• Fellows are scientists working in any 

biological, psychological or social science on 
problems of aggression. 

• Associates are scientists or professionals 
supportive of the Society’s goals but who are 
not actively engaged in aggression research. 

• Student members are graduate students  
nominated by a Fellow of the Society. 

• Life Fellows are chosen on a significant 
lifetime record in aggression research.  

 

 
 

Joining ISRA 
 
In order to join the society, please send a CV to:  
 

Prof Michael Potegal  
Executive Secretary ISRA 
MMC 486 
420 Delaware St SE 
Minneapolis MN 55455 
 

E-Mail: poteg001@umn.edu 
 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
Name _________________________________ 
Address ________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
 

Affiliation ______________________________ 
E-Mail _________________________________ 
Phone Office   Phone Home  
__________________ ___________________ 
 

Dues including Aggressive Behavior subscription 
□ Fellow 60$   □Associate 60$  □ Student 30$  

 

These are 2010 rates 
 

Updated Information see ISRA home page. 
 

Official Journal: Aggressive Behavior 
 http://www.interscience.wiley.com 

 

 


