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Editorial 
Eric Dubow,  

North American Bulletin Editor 
 
Welcome to the June 2014 edition of the ISRA Bulletin. In a few weeks, we’ll 
meet in Atlanta for the XXIst ISRA World Meeting. The co-organizers are Dom 
Parrott (parrott@gsu.edu) and Volkan Topalli (vtopalli@gsu.edu), both at 
Georgia State University. They and the scientific committee have put together 
an exciting program of over 170 presentations that include symposia, paper, and 
poster sessions. The Highlights and Session Overview are included in this 
Bulletin. Here, I want to thank the five scholars who have agreed to give 
plenary addresses at the meeting: Ståle Einarsen, Manuel Eisner, Esme Fuller-
Thomson, Frans de Waal, and Richard Wright. I also want to thank our 
Executive Secretary, Mike Potegal for once again organizing the Young 
Investigators Program, a highlight of our recent World Meetings, which 
encourages and assists young scholars who are getting started or are in the early 

stages of their aggression research career. Finally, thanks to our two awards committees, the Lagerspetz 
Awards Committee, and the John Paul Scott Award committee, for their hard work. Lagerspetz Awards 
are given to students and early career researchers who deliver exceptional presentations at the meeting. 
The John Paul Scott Award recognizes an individual for his or her lifetime of substantial contribution to 
aggression research. This year’s recipient is my good friend and colleague, Rowell Huesmann, who will 
present research showing that aggression and violence should be considered as contagious diseases. 
Overall, this World Meeting promises to be intellectually stimulating, covering a broad range of research 
including contextual, cognitive, social, and biological factors involved in the expression of aggression.  
 
In this Bulletin, we are kicking off a new section entitled, “Soon-to-Be and Recent Ph.D.’s in 
Aggression Research.” Thanks to Barbara Krahé for suggesting this. We encourage soon-to-be and new 
Ph.D.s and post-docs to write a page-long description of their doctoral research so they can inform our 
members about the interesting research conducted by our young scholars. I ask faculty members to tell 
their soon-to-be and recent Ph.D.s to send me and Manuela their contributions so we can get out their 
research summaries in a timely manner. This can be a great forum for networking, new collaborations, 
job opportunities, etc.!  
 
For our members who are interested specifically in adolescent aggression research, I include in this 
Bulletin a listing of presentations from the March 2014 meeting of the Society for Research on 
Aggression. You’ll notice many of our ISRA members’ names among those presenters.  
 
As always, we end the Bulletin with the ISRA Flyer that is designed to describe our society, increase our 
exposure, and attract new members; be sure to share this flyer with your colleagues and students.  
 
Finally, a very special thanks goes to Volkan Topalli for setting up an ISRA account on Twitter! Follow 
us @ISRASociety 
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In closing, please remember that our goal for the Bulletin is to keep our members informed of 
scholarship in the area of aggression and to share each other’s work. So, please email Manuela with any 
materials you would like us to include in the next issue of the Bulletin in December 2014. 
 
See you in a few weeks!  Eric 
 
 

A Message from Our President-Elect,                                                                                     
Kaj Björkqvist 

 
Dear ISRA Colleagues, 
 

As President-elect, I have lately been busy with two pleasant 
obligations. First, I am chairing the Program Committee for the 
upcoming Atlanta meeting. In that capacity, I am closely 
collaborating with the local organizers, who really are doing most of 
the work. The full program can be seen at the meeting website (a 
summary is included later in this Bulletin). To me, it looks extremely 
interesting, and I look forward to attend as many presentations as 

possible. 

Second, I am chairing the Nomination Committee for the upcoming elections of ISRA officers. Eric 
Dubow will continue as Treasurer, and Roger Johnson as Archivist, but there will be elections for 
President-Elect, and for Executive Secretary: Mike Potegal has decided to step down, after serving many 
years in that position. I personally want to thank you, Mike, for your excellent work during these years! 
There are two nominees for Executive Secretary: Tracy Vaillancourt and Dominic Parrott.  

With respect to President, the tradition within ISRA has been to elect the President in turns from the 
Western and Eastern Hemispheres. That principle has not always been followed, but if followed, it is 
now the turn to elect the President from North America. The committee also discussed some European 
names, but ended up with two North American nominees: Mike Potegal and Brad Bushman. 

Half of the Council is renewed biannually. There are ten nominees for five Council seats: Sarah Coyne, 
Joszef Haller, Ken Leonard, Manuela Martinez, Andre Melzer, Karin Osterman, Jamie Ostrov, Philip 
Slee, Marion Underwood, and Wayne Warburton. Five of them will be elected (some of them are 
serving on the Council at the moment, but their period is ending). 

The ballot will be out by email about at the same time as you receive the Bulletin. I hope you all will use 
your right to vote! And I look forward very much to seeing you all in Atlanta. 

Regards, 

Kaj 
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A Message from Our President, 
John Knutson 

 
On the Relevance and Utility of ISRA 
 
Maybe it is my advancing (OK, advanced) age, but a number of recent events, as 
well as comments by colleagues over the years, have stimulated me to reflect on 
the relevance and the importance of research on aggression that has been 
represented at ISRA meetings over the decades I have been associated with the 
Society. Occasionally stimulated by highly visible events within various 
jurisdictions represented by ISRA members, and occasionally couched in the 
context of efforts to expand the reach and membership of ISRA, there have been 

several instances where members have called for ISRA to do more to push the relevance of our research 
into the public sphere. It seems to me that such efforts are acutely relevant today. It is hard not to 
recognize the combination of widely publicized violence in virtually any venue represented by ISRA 
members and the concomitant concern about ISRA membership. One could ask, are we still relevant? 
 
For many years at The University of Iowa, I offered an advanced undergraduate course, Psychology of 
Aggression. It was a course that used original source readings (books written and edited by former and 
current ISRA members) while attempting to cover human and nonhuman laboratory work on aggression, 
as well as aggression research conducted in the natural habitat. In the words of one of my less-than-
happy undergraduates, “This is actually a science course!” Because there always seemed to be local and 
national events related to aggression and violence, however, many of my lectures focused on how the 
basic research on aggression can contribute to public policy debates, and how awareness of that research 
can help decision-makers and voters reach more informed decisions. One of the course requirements 
involved having each student identify a pronouncement on the causes of aggression, or violence, by a 
public figure (e.g., politician, judge, author, film director or producer), and then evaluate the veridicality 
of the pronouncement with a review of relevant empirical work. (For the sake of brevity, I won’t go into 
the strategies I used to assure that the students actually did the work and did not download something 
from one of the many paper mills now in existence.) Serious students found this to be a worthwhile 
pedagogical activity because it brought home how science can be used to address interesting and even 
important contemporary social problems. I enjoyed the assignment because I always had the hope that 
some students who enrolled in the class would actually apply something they learned. An occasional 
contact from former students provided me with some suggestive evidence that some actually did apply 
what they learned.    
 
I describe that course to underscore how sympathetic I am to the proposition that our work can have 
great relevance to important social problems that confront many different societies. Moreover, my 
research related to child maltreatment and the clinical work that I have supervised over the years has 
often resulted in my spending time on the witness stand in civil and criminal proceedings. As a private 
citizen, I have spent considerable time writing to State and Federal elected officials on matters in which 
aggression research is relevant. In short, by almost any standard, I could be characterized as an activist 
in support of efforts to improve the general welfare by making use of research on aggression that is 
presented at ISRA meetings or published in Aggressive Behavior. 
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Although my professional career and my personal activities have supported efforts to bring aggression 
research to bear on public policy, I have never been supportive of initiatives to make such efforts a 
mission of ISRA. There are a number of reasons why I have not been supportive of such initiatives and 
why I have not pushed for such initiatives in my term as President of ISRA, even while I have been 
personally active in trying to influence legislation in the U.S. Essentially, I have been a voice in support 
of the status quo and the existing constitution of the Society.   
 
One reason that I have argued against changing the ISRA mission to public policy activism has to do 
with my understanding of our tax-free status under the 501 C3 regulations of the U.S. Internal Review 
Service. When ISRA was founded, it was incorporated in the U.S. as a nonprofit scientific research 
society. It made sense to be a nonprofit research organization and I believe those factors that the 
organizers considered in 1972 still hold today. Importantly, some specific actions, such as lobbying and 
direct political contributions or campaigning, are explicitly prohibited under our 501 C3 status.  
Engaging in such actions would necessarily jeopardize our tax exempt status. There are, of course, many 
ways a society such as ISRA can influence public policy without engaging in those prohibited activities 
like campaigning on behalf of candidates, lobbying, or making direct political contributions. 
Importantly, there are a host of actions that ISRA can take in support of public policy that would not 
jeopardize our tax exempt status, such as the statement on Media Violence by the commission appointed 
by Craig Anderson and the thoughtful statement on the Newtown shooting by Rowell Huesmann and 
Eric Dubow on the ISRA website. Such actions are clearly acceptable under the 501 C3 status. It is the 
call for more direct action that would be inconsistent with that status and it is that call that I have 
resisted.  
 
My primary reason for opposing efforts to make ISRA more active in the public policy arena is my view 
that one of the great benefits of ISRA is its commitment to being a truly international organization that 
welcomes scholars from any country and provides a mechanism for those scholars to exchange their 
latest findings unencumbered by the locus of their work. Efforts to move ISRA to a more politically 
active stance in the late 1970s fractured relationships among members and occasioned some risk to the 
continuation of the Society. Clearly, the public policy issues that could galvanize some members from 
some countries might not engender much interest among other members. Moreover, few members and 
ISRA officers are fluent in the politics and legal structures of the countries represented by members. In 
that context I must note that some officers need to be mindful of the U.S. tax code merely because ISRA 
was incorporated in the U.S. By affirming a commitment to the free exchange of scholarship among 
members and not pursuing a political agenda by the Society, ISRA can continue to be a vehicle for 
aggression researchers to come together to enhance the progress of knowledge.  
    
Although I do not think ISRA should be transformed into a more active public policy vehicle, I do think 
the work that is presented at our Biennial World Meetings, and in Aggressive Behavior, has great 
relevance to many of the challenging social problems of our time. That work should not be obscured. 
Moreover, it is rare that political figures and public figures seek information from archival journals and 
abstracts of meetings. So, if the Society should be relevant and we can’t be directly active, how can we 
proceed? I believe that we should make greater use of Commission Reports, much like the one prepared 
by the Media Violence Commission. I would, however, make an additional recommendation that is in no 
way meant to be critical of the one commission report that we have. I would like to suggest that we 
adopt a format that bears some resemblance to the National Institutes of Health Consensus Development 
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Conferences that are used when the clinical applications of research or a particular treatment is 
controversial. In those conferences, advocates of a position and established scholars in the area present 
and summarize the relevant research. That research is judged by an independent panel of established 
scientists. The independent panel then develops the consensus statement based on their review of the 
presented work. If ISRA were to develop such a system, then “hot topics” or pressing issues raised by a 
group of members could be pursued at any time as long as it was possible to empanel the team of 
advocates and the consensus judges. It seems to me that ISRA could adopt such a strategy and develop 
reports that could articulate the state of the science as it pertains to important public policy 
considerations. 
 
I realize I am vague about the size of the panels, how they would be selected, and the role of Officers 
and the Council in establishing them. I also know that the devil is always in the details. Still, I intend to 
raise this as a topic of discussion at the meeting in Atlanta and hope that by including something in the 
Bulletin now, I can get input from members who won’t be able to join us in Atlanta. I hope there might 
be spirited discussion about it when we are there. I believe that using such a model and making 
consensus statements available to the public will go a long way towards enhancing our relevance 
without compromising our international strengths and our tax-free status.  
 
 

A Message from our Executive Secretary, 
Michael Potegal 

 
Dear ISRA Colleagues: 
 
As Executive Secretary, I can report that for 2014, people are joining ISRA, or 
returning after a lapse, at a rate of about 3/month; we have had 17 enrollments 
so far this year. Some new members are very interested in learning more about 
the research interests of ISRA members and the resources represented in our 
Society. Discussion of how to make these resources known and share 
information via listserves, chatrooms, Facebook, etc., will be brought up at the 
business meeting in Atlanta.  

 
We are awaiting the ballots for the election of Council members, Executive Secretary, and President-
Elect. We will send them out in a separate email to members. 
 
 As chair of the Young Investigators Program, I can report that for 2014, we have a dozen  accomplished 
and eager participants from the US, Canada, Germany, Finland, S. Africa, Australia, and China. Their 
research interests span an impressive range that includes crime victim psychology and the 
bioarcheology, genetics, and brain activity patterns of human anger and aggression, as well as bullying, 
relational, and reactive aggression. I am looking forward to meeting the YIs at our pre-meeting 
workshop on grantsmanship and related topics, and introducing them to ISRA and vice versa through the 
meals-with-mentors part of the YI Program. 
 
Hope to see you in Atlanta. 
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Best wishes, 
Mike 
 
 

A Message from the Editor-in-Chief of Aggressive Behavior, 
John Archer  

  
Pedant’s corner: An editor’s reflection on use and abuse of the English 

language 
 
I was educated a long time ago in an English Grammar School, which as its name 
implies, taught me to value English grammar and punctuation, and by extension 
good written English. The guiding principle is that good writing in any language 
enables effective communication of the author’s thoughts. Poor written expression 
hampers the author’s attempts to communicate. For this reason, I strive to improve 
the written English in the manuscripts that come my way as editor of the journal. I 

read through all accepted manuscripts and invariably find some aspects that can be improved, although I 
expect I miss a lot as well. This is an extension of what I do with my own articles, some of which have 
been edited 6 or more times. The following is based on my recollections of reading manuscripts so far in 
my editorial term: if you think any part is specifically about your particular paper, this is unlikely to be 
the case, as these are faults that come up again and again. I would also be the first to admit that my own 
writing is not perfect and, although you may not find these particular errors, you’ll no doubt find others.  
 
I’ll start with errors that didn’t occur when I was young, but have crept into common usage and 
multiplied in frequency to such an extent that they are now the majority usage. The most common 
example is “the greengrocer’s apostrophe” (after the sign “tomato’s”), the apparent inability to 
distinguish between plural and possessive that has now become the norm in British students’ essays. It is 
particularly common for dates, such as “the 1990’s” instead of the “the 1990s”. A second common error 
is the use of less and fewer: “less items on this scale were concerned with proactive than reactive 
aggression” should be “fewer items” (for discrete numbers) instead of less (for a quantity, such as “less 
water”). A third concerns a word in our journal title: as I understand it, behavior is a collective noun and 
doesn’t have a plural. That’s my recollection from being brought up on European ethology: the primary 
British journal in this field is Animal Behaviour - not Animal Behaviours. Likewise, our journal is not 
Aggressive Behaviors. For some time I had accepted the plural as being simply a different (North 
American maybe) usage – until one of the Associate Editors (a North American) made exactly the same 
point to an author. So now I feel free to say that it is incorrect usage.  
 
Having got these hobby-horses out of the way, here are some very common errors of expression that I 
routinely find in final manuscripts, and this is not just because we have a range of nationalities 
publishing in the journal. They appear in the work of English-speaking authors, and in multi-authored 
papers that involve English-speaking authors. First, relative terms such as “higher” or “lower” seem to 
be difficult. They are often used without a comparison group, as in “young men showed higher 
aggression”. Sometimes “higher” and “lower” are replaced by “increased” or “decreased” as if these 
were synonymous. They are not: “increased and decreased” refer to changes over time, and are, 
therefore, appropriate for longitudinal studies but not for differences between conditions or categories. 



 

 
 

8  

Another difficulty is in the use of the simple word “than” as in “men showed higher aggression than 
women”: some authors seem not to like this straightforward English word that should follow comparison 
words such as “higher” and “lower”: they prefer “compared to (or with)” instead.  
 
People use filler words in colloquial speech, and these range from the frequent and redundant use of 
swear-words, through to “you know”, and the pompous: for example, "ongoing continuing professional 
development", a phrase recently used by a British government minister. Most people avoid these in 
written English, but some authors pad out their prose with words like “finally” or “interestingly”. 
Sometimes there is a fine line between redundant words and the legitimate use of words such as 
“therefore”, “nevertheless” and “however”, which are favourites in my own writing. Along with filler 
words, there are also ugly words, such as “hypothesized”. I always think that predicted sounds better.  
 
Sometimes authors state that “This article argues”, which is anthropomorphic, as it is people (the 
authors) who argue (not the article). I’ll admit these are difficult to avoid as I nearly wrote “Methods 
sections often state” for the next part. To rephrase, Methods sections often include the statement that one 
measure “comprises of” some sub-measures: this should either be “comprise” or “consist of”. Another 
difficulty is to find the right word for what results do: typically they can be seen as demonstrating 
something or supporting a prediction or being inconsistent with it; that they “reveal” or “suggest” 
something again verges on the anthropomorphic.  
 
To some extent, grammatical and related errors result from people writing in the same way that they 
talk. For example, a sign in a British primary school stated: "We all wash are hands after playing in the 
sandpits." Aggressive Behavior manuscripts typically don’t contain such errors as most of our authors 
distinguish between colloquial and written English. Sometimes I do get a few colloquial words in 
manuscripts. Recently I’ve had “savvy” which I always thought was a British slang word, but maybe 
not. Or maybe its use was transferred to the US by Johnny Depp in Pirates of the Caribbean? By the 
way “its” in the previous sentence is the one possessive word that doesn’t have an apostrophe. 
 
I would like again to emphasize that these are not errors from people who have learned English as a 
second or third language, but are typically found in people from the country where the language 
originated. The British newspaper, The Daily Telegraph, admittedly the older person’s reading matter, 
recently had a “Bad Grammar Award”, which led to the expression of the counter-view that this is 
simply being pedantic, and that correct usage is what most people use. If this were the case, a sign 
reading “pie’s, pasty’s, sandwich’s and cakes” outside a shop would be deemed correct. So would “the 
boy was expelled from school for bad behaviors” and so would a sign in a supermarket stating “six items 
or less”. However, in the world of educated academics, these examples are not the majority usage, so it 
all depends what you mean by “most people”. In my case, this would be “most educated people”, and 
I’ll continue to strive for such usage in the final version of manuscripts accepted by Aggressive 
Behavior. 
 
John Archer 
Editor-in-Chief, Aggressive Behavior 
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  
R e s e a r c h  o n  A g g r e s s i o n  

 
 

X X I s t  W O R L D  M E E T I N G  2 0 1 4  
A T L A N T A ,  G E O R G I A  

J u l y  1 5 - J u l y  1 9 ,  2 0 1 4  
 

 
We are pleased to announce the program for the 21st World Meeting of the International 
Society for Research on Aggression. The program is comprised of over 170 presentations, 
including 30 symposia and paper sessions, two poster sessions, the Young Investigators 
Program, the Lagerspetz Awards, five invited Plenary addresses, the John Paul Scott Award 
Address, and the ISRA Presidential Address. Here are a few program highlights. 
 
5 plenary addresses: 

• Ståle Einarsen: The Nature and Outcomes of Workplace Bullying 
• Manuel Eisner: Evolutionary theory and the European long-term decline in homicide - 

AD 600-2013 
• Esme Fuller-Thomson: The Association Between Childhood Abuse and Adult Physical 

Health 
• Frans de Waal: War and Peace Among the Primates 
• Richard Wright: Breaking the Cycles that Breed Urban Violence 

The John Paul Scott Award recognizes a lifetime of substantial contribution to aggression 
research. This year’s recipient is: 

• L. Rowell Huesmann, Amos N. Tversky Collegiate Professor of Psychology and 
Communication Studies at the University of Michigan and Director of the Aggression 
Research Program in the Research Center for Group Dynamics at Michigan’s Institute 
for Social Research. His tentative title is: “Why Aggression and Violence are Contagious 
Diseases.” 

ISRA President John Knutson will deliver the World Meeting’s Presidential Address. 
 
The Young Investigator Program encourages and assists young scholars who are getting 
started or are in the early stages of their aggression research career. The YI Program includes: 

• A pre-meeting workshop to discuss publication and grant development issues  
• Meetings with mentors 
• Networking with peers and senior researchers 
• Financial support to attend the World Meeting 

ISRA will present the Kirsti Lagerspetz Awards to students and early career researchers who 
deliver exceptional presentations (poster or paper) at the meeting. Recipients of the award will 
receive a certificate documenting the award and a cash honorarium. 
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ISRA 2014 WORLD MEETING 

Session Overview 
To view the entire program, go to the following link:  

https://www.conftool.pro/isra2014/sessions.php.  From here, you will see all 
days and sessions.  You can click on any session to view the specific 

presentation titles and abstracts, authors, etc.   
Date: Wednesday, 16/Jul/2014 

7:00am 
-  

8:30am 

Breakfast 
Location: Overlook 

Council Meeting 
Location: Dunwoody   

8:30am 
-  

9:30am 

Plenary 1: Esme Fuller Thomson “The Association Between Childhood Abuse 
and Adult Physical Health” 
Location: Main Ballroom 

9:40am 
-  

11:20am 

Symp 1a: Violence in the 
Media 
Location: Salon A 
Chair: Andre Melzer 

Symp 1b: Do Aggressors 
Intend to Harm?: 
Varieties of Motivations 
for Harmful Behavior 
Location: Salon A 
Chair: Deborah South 
Richardson 

Symp 1c: Revisiting 
contemporary 
understandings of 
aggression and its 
management across 
samples 
Location: Salon A 
Chair: Jane Ireland  

11:30am 
-  

1:30pm 

Young Investigators Lunch Wednesday 
Location: Dunwoody 

1:30pm 
-  

3:10pm 

Symp 2a: Terrorism 
Images and Support for 
Aggression and Political 
Violence 
Location: Salon A 
Chair: Muniba Saleem 

Symp 2b: Bullying and 
Aggression 
Location: Salon B 
Chair: Georges Steffgen 

Symp 2c: Prevalence, 
Risk Factors and Effects 
of Sexual Victimization: 
Toward an International 
Knowledge Base 
Location: Salon C 
Chair: Barbara Krahé 

3:30pm 
-  

5:10pm 

Symp 3a: The impact of 
exposure to political 
conflict and violence on 
the development of 
Palestinian and Israeli 
youths' social cognitions 
Location: Salon A 
Chair: Eric Dubow 

Symp 3b: Classroom 
Composition of 
Antisocial Behaviors: 
Effects on Students and 
Teachers 
Location: Salon B 
Chair: Christoph Michael 
Mueller 

Symp 3c: Sexual Assault 
Perpetration: Social 
influences, trajectories, 
and meaning making 
Location: Salon C 
Chair: Sarah Lynn Cook 

5:20pm 
-  

6:20pm 

Plenary 2: Frans de Waal “War and Peace Among the Primates” 
Location: Main Ballroom 
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Date: Thursday, 17/Jul/2014 
7:00am 

-  
8:30am 

Breakfast 
Location: Overlook 

7:00am 
-  

7:00pm 

Posters A: Poster Session A on display all day 
Location: Main Ballroom 

8:30am 
-  

9:30am 

Plenary 3: Richard Wright “Breaking the Cycles That Breed Urban Violence” 
Location: Main Ballroom 

9:40am 
-  

11:20am 

Symp 4a: Female 
Aggression: 
Translational Challenges 
in a Developing Field 
Location: Salon B 
Chair: Trynke R. de Jong  

Symp 4b: School 
Climate and Bullying 
Location: Salon B 
Chair: Tracy Vaillancourt 
Chair: Weijun Wang 

Symp 4c: Genetic 
Explorations of 
Aggression 
Location: Salon C 
Chair: Thomas F Denson 

11:30am 
-  

1:30pm 

Business Meeting 
Location: Salon A 

1:30pm 
-  

3:10pm 

Symp 5a: Who will step 
in, and why?: Bystander 
intervention in situations 
involving aggression. 
Location: Salon A 
Chair: Kevin Swartout 
Chair: John Peterson 

Symp 5b: Age-of-onset, 
callous-unemotional 
traits, or aggressive 
versus non-aggressive 
behavior: Which 
approach best captures 
the heterogeneity within 
antisocial behavior? 
Location: Salon B 
Chair: S. Alexandra Burt 

Symp 5c: Social 
Rejection, Psychosocial 
Correlates of Youth 
Violence, and Aggression 
Across Cultures 
Location: Salon C 
Chair: Monica Swahn 

3:20pm 
-  

4:35pm 

Symp 6a: School 
Shootings – New 
Insights From Research 
and Prevention Practice 
Location: Salon A 
Chair: Dewey Cornell 
Chair: Herbert 
Scheithauer 

Symp 6b: Neural 
underpinnings of 
escalated (abnormal) 
aggression: from 
animals to humans 
Location: Salon B 
Chair: Jozsef Haller 

Symp 6c: Using the I3 
meta-theoretical model to 
investigate aggression in 
the context of close 
relationships 
Location: Salon C 
Chair: Joel Sprunger 

4:40pm 
-  

5:30pm 

PS A: Thursday Poster Session 
Location: Main Ballroom 

5:30pm Plenary 4: Manuel Eisner “Evolutionary theory and the European long-term 
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-  
6:30pm 

decline in homicide - AD 600-2013” 
Location: Main Ballroom 

 
 
Date: Friday, 18/Jul/2014 
7:00am 

-  
8:30am 

Breakfast 
Location: Overlook 

7:00am 
-  

7:00pm 

Posters B: Poster Session B on display all day 
Location: Main Ballroom 

8:30am 
-  

9:30am 

• Scott Award Address: L. Rowell Huesmann  

Tentative title: “Why Aggression and Violence are Contagious 
Diseases” 

Location: Main Ballroom 

9:40am 
-  

10:55am 

Symp 7a: Forms, 
functions, and biosocial 
fundamentals of 
aggression in humans 
and other animals 
Location: Salon C 
Chair: Michael Potegal 

Symp 7b: Violent Media, 
Attention/Executive 
Control/Impulsivity 
Problems, and 
Aggression 
Location: Salon B 
Chair: Craig A. Anderson 

Symp 7c: Aggression in 
Clinical Populations I 
Location: Salon C 
Chair: Amy Look 

11:00am 
-  

12:00pm 

Presidential Address: John Knutson “When it comes to aggression, early 
experiences still matter” 
Location: Main Ballroom 
 

12:00pm 
-  

1:00pm 

PS B: Friday Poster Session 
Location: Main Ballroom 

1:00pm 
-  

2:00pm 

Editorial Board Meeting 
for Aggressive Behavior 
Location: Ardmore 

Young Investigators 
Lunch Friday 
Location: Ravina 
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Date: Saturday, 19/Jul/2014 
8:00am 

-  
9:15am 

Breakfast 
Location: Overlook 

9:15am 
-  

10:30am 

Symp 8a: Emotional 
Reactivity and 
Aggression 
Location: Salon A 
Chair: Barbara Krahé 

Symp 8b: The 
Transcultural Conflict 
and Violence Initiative at 
Georgia State 
University: An 
Interdisciplinary Agenda 
Location: Salon B 
Chair: Anthony F. 
Lemieux 

Symp 8c: Intimate Partner 
Violence 
Location: Salon C 
Chair: Manuela Martinez 

10:40am 
-  

11:55am 

Symp 9a: Evolutionary 
Approaches to 
Aggression 
Location: Salon A 
Chair: Manuel P Eisner 

Symp 9b: Violent Media, 
Video Games, and 
Aggression 
Location: Salon B 
Chair: Douglas Gentile 

Symp 9c: Aggression in 
Clinical Populations II 
Location: Salon C 
Chair: Peter Hoaken 

12:05pm 
-  

1:05pm 

Plenary 5: Stale Einarsen “The nature and outcomes of workplace bullying” 
Location: Main Ballroom 

2:30pm 
-  

4:10pm 

Symp 10a: Media 
violence: Effects, 
intervention and policy 
regarding children and 
adolescents 
Location: Salon A 
Chair: Sarah M Coyne 

Symp 10b: The Origins 
and Evolution of War 
Location: Salon B 
Chair: Michael Lawrence 
Wilson 

Symp 10c: Child 
Maltreatment 
Location: Salon C 
Chair: Kaj Björkqvist 

4:15pm 
-  

4:30pm 

Closing: Closing 
Location: Main Ballroom 
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Soon-to-Be and Recent Ph.D.’s in Aggression Research  
	  

Barbara Krahé made an excellent suggestion to begin including in the Bulletin a section where 
soon-to-be and new Ph.D.s (as well as Post-docs) can present a summary of their doctoral 
research (for post-docs, projects on which they are working). We hope to include 2 or more such 
summaries in the Bulletins. We ask all faculty to encourage their new Ph.D.s to send me or 
Manuela a 1-page summary of their research. Barbara notes, “It often takes a while for this kind 
of work to be published and this way others would get to know about interesting research by our 
young scholars in a more timely fashion.” In this Bulletin, we showcase two young scholars! 
 
Kathryn Gallagher 
Doctoral Program: Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA 
Internship: Emory University School of Medicine, Atlanta, GA 
Postdoctoral Fellowship: The Austen Riggs Center, Stockbridge, MA 
 
My dissertation research, funded by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 
(F31- AA 019846) involved a laboratory test of a theoretically-based intervention and proposed 
mechanism for at risk men’s alcohol-related aggression toward women. This study was 
developed in response to a critical need to address barriers to interventions for alcohol-related 
aggression.  
 
Specifically, this project examined intoxicated men’s negative cognitions and physical 
aggression toward a female confederate following a gender-relevant provocation from that 
female using the Taylor Aggression Paradigm (Giancola & Zeichner, 1995; Taylor, 1967) and a 
modified version of the Articulated Thoughts in Simulated Situations (Davison, Robins, & 
Johnson, 1983). The intervention followed tenets of the attention-allocation model of alcohol 
myopia theory (Steele & Josephs, 1990; Taylor & Leonard, 1983), was informed by techniques 
proposed by Giancola and colleagues (2009, 2010), and was driven by past findings that 
cognitive distraction reduces attention toward aggression stimuli and physical aggression among 
provoked, intoxicated men (Gallagher & Parrott, 2011; Giancola & Corman, 2007). Furthermore, 
my dissertation explored the role of masculine gender role stress in this process and whether 
intoxicated men’s negative cognitions account for the relation between the intervention, 
masculine gender role stress, and physical aggression.  
 
Results of this study evidenced that the attention-allocation model-inspired intervention, relative 
to control, was associated with less alcohol-related physical aggression toward a female 
confederate. This finding held for men who reported lower, but not higher, levels of masculine 
gender role stress.  However, results of the study did not support the hypotheses that intoxicated 
men who received the intervention, relative to control, would display the lowest levels of 
negative cognition and that masculine gender role stress would moderate this effect. These 
results provide the first known data toward the construction of a theoretically-based, 
ecologically-valid intervention for at-risk men’s alcohol-related aggression toward women. It is 
my hope that this work will provide a platform for larger-scale intervention studies in the 
alcohol-aggression field.   
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I am a doctoral student in clinical psychology at Georgia State University with Dominic Parrott, 
PhD. I am currently completing an internship in clinical psychology at the Emory University 
School of Medicine with a psychoanalytic focus. In July 2014, I will begin a four year 
postdoctoral fellowship in Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy/Psychoanalytic Studies at the Austen 
Riggs Center. Through this fellowship, I will conduct intensive, four times weekly individual 
psychotherapy, group consultation, family work, and psychological testing with individuals with 
complex, treatment resistant psychiatric problems. In addition to clinical practice, I also hope to 
contribute substantively to the ongoing empirical research at the Austen Riggs center. This 
training will allow me to accomplish my long-term goals which are to practice psychotherapy as 
a contemporary, relational psychoanalyst and to integrate my clinical and research training to add 
to the empirical literature on psychodynamic/psychoanalytic work, especially as it relates to the 
domain of aggression.  
 
Robert Busching 
Doctoral Program: University of Potsdam, Potsdam, GERMANY 
 
Affective and cognitive consequences of violent media usage: Desensitization effects on 
responses to real-life violence 
 
Users of violent media often state that they consume fictional violent media and the media they 
consume does not influence their behavior outside of the media context. Media users reason that 
they can easily distinguish between things learned in a fictional context and things learned in 
reality and for decisions in reality they disregard anything learned in the media context. In 
contrast to these claims, meta-analyses report medium sized effects between media violence 
consumption and aggressive behavior. These effects can only be explained if media users also 
apply learning experiences from the media outside the media context. One of the processes 
linking learning experiences in the media context to responses in the real word is desensitization, 
which is often defined as a reduction of negative affect towards violence. To address these 
transfer effects of desensitization to media violence on responses to real-life violence, in this 
dissertation the following three questions were investigated in four different experiments.  

	  
RQ 1: To what extent does the violent media exposure predict responses to real-life 
violence? 

Prior studies primarily investigated the arousal dimension measured by self-reports. The present 
study showed that the valence dimension, as measured by physiological indicators, is also 
critical. The higher the media violence exposure is, the more negative is the affective response 
towards real violence.  

	  

RQ 2: Does affect experienced while watching media violence predict affective 
responses towards depictions of real violence? 
 

Aggression theories explain the link between media violence exposure and aggressive behavior 
as a learning process which transfers the experiences from the media context into their everyday 
life. This implies that especially persons who enjoy media violence should show a reduction of 
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negative affect towards depictions of real-life violence. Therefore the affect while consuming 
violent media is assessed by self-reports as well as psychophysiological measures. The 
experiments show that the lower the negative affect to violence in the media is, the lower is the 
affective response to images of real-life violence. 
 

RQ 3: Is the reduction of negative affect as a result of exposure to violence in the media 
limited to depictions of real-life violence or does it also occur for other negative real-life 
stimuli?  

Evidence is mixed with regard to the specificity of desensitization effects: Some studies report a 
reduction of negative affect towards non-violent stimuli, others report no relationship between 
media violence exposure and affect towards non-violent stimuli. The present research suggests 
that general media violence exposure predicts reduced responses to negative but non-violent real-
life images. However the affect while consuming violence in the media did not predict the affect 
to negative but non-violent real-life images. 
 
The research questions were investigated in four different experiments assessing habitual media 
violence as well as exposure to media violence in a computer game specially programmed for 
this purpose. The results showed that experiences while consuming violence in the media are 
transferred to real-life contexts. The results support existing theories of the media violence 
aggression-link. In addition, it was shown that media violence use also influences affect 
regulation. It seems sensible to investigate the strategies which influence affect regulation while 
consuming media and test whether these strategies are also applied outside of the media context.  
 
Findings from this dissertation will be presented at the ISRA world meeting in Atlanta, 2014. 
One of the experiments addressing cognitive desensitization effects has been published in 
Busching, R., & Krahé, B. (2013). Charging Neutral Cues with Aggressive Meaning through 
Violent Video Game Play. Societies, 3, 445–456. doi:10.3390/soc3040445   
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Open Call for Papers for Special Issue: 
 
“School-based Interventions against Cyberbullying in Adolescence” 
 
Aggressive Behavior 
 
Important Dates 
• August 15th, 2014: Deadline to submit a proposal outlining the full manuscript 
• September 1st, 2014: Notification to authors of selected proposals 
• October 30th, 2014: Full manuscript submissions due 
• December 15th, 2014: Feedback according to reviews 
• January 30th, 2015: Revised manuscript submission due 
• March 30th, 2015: Online Publication of Special Issue 
 
Details 
Cyberbullying has been defined as “any behavior performed through electronic or digital media 
by individuals or groups that repeatedly communicates hostile or aggressive messages intended 
to inflict harm or discomfort on others.” Other definitions have also incorporated anonymity and 
publicity as unique criteria that distinguish cyberbullying from other forms of electronic 
aggression. Cyberbullying can take different forms such as threats, nasty messages, upload of 
modified photos or manipulated websites through mobile phones, in chat rooms, or on social 
network sites. 
 
While many studies of cyberbullying prevalence have been published in the last 5 years, there is 
still a relative lack of research on the efficacy or effectiveness of preventive interventions against 
cyberbullying in the school environment. While efficacy studies investigate how well a 
preventive intervention works in clinical trials or laboratory studies, effectiveness studies relate 
to how well preventive interventions work in practice.  
 
This special issue of Aggressive Behavior will focus on studies describing preventive interven-
tions against cyberbullying in the school environment (targeting students, teachers, parents, 
and/or school as an organizational entity). We particularly welcome submissions with 
randomized controlled trials (efficacy) and effectiveness studies. We also welcome submissions 
describing innovative preventive intervention measures using diverse methodologies and 
populations, as well as multi-study papers or pilot studies of innovative measures. Submissions 
from the fields of Psychology, Sociology, Social Policy, Education, Communication Science, 
and Psychiatry, as well as interdisciplinary studies, are encouraged. 
 
Author Information 
Authors interested in submitting a manuscript for this special issue must first submit a proposal 
(max. 500 words) to the special issue editors that outlines the topic, sample, methodology, and 

Open Call for Papers for a Special Issue of Aggressive Behavior: 
 

School-Based Interventions against Cyberbullying in Adolescence 
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summary of findings. Proposals are due August 15th, 2014 and should be submitted directly to 
both Herbert Scheithauer (herbert.scheithauer@fu-berlin.de) and Haralambos Tsorbatzoudis 
(lambo@phed.auth.gr). Initial decisions to invite full submissions will be completed by 
September 1st, 2014. Full manuscript submissions will be due on October 30th, 2014, and should 
be submitted electronically to the Journal’s Manuscript Submission System (for detailed 
instructions to authors visit the journal’s website – see link below). They should be marked 
“special issue on school-based interventions against cyberbullying in adolescence.” 
 
All invited manuscripts will undergo the regular peer review process. Please note that an initial 
invitation to submit a full manuscript does not guarantee final acceptance for publication in the 
Special Issue. 
 
Benefits of Publishing in Aggressive Behavior 
• Reach a Multidisciplinary Audience. Aggressive Behavior is widely read by 
Anthropologists, Behaviorial Scientists, Ethologists, Neuroendocrinologists, Psychiatrists, 
Psychobiologists, Psychologists, Sociologists, Zoologists, and all members of the International 
Society for Research on Aggression. 
• Secure Rapid Online Publication through EarlyView®. Your article will be posted online as 
soon as it is ready, before the release of the compiled print issue. 
• Access a State-of-the-Art Submission System. Aggressive Behavior offers online 
manuscript submission and peer-review via Manuscript CentralTM, a user-friendly system 
making manuscript submission and tracking quick, easy, and safe. Impact Factor: 2.247; ISI 
Journal Citation Reports © Ranking: 2012: 22/126 [Psychology Multidisciplinary]; 31/49 
[Behavioral Sciences]. 
• Attain High Visibility. Aggressive Behavior is available online through Wiley Online 
Library®, Wiley’s Internet publishing platform. Wiley Online Library® has more than 29 
million user sessions per year. 
• Join into an Intellectual Partnership with Wiley. Publishing at Wiley is truly a collaborative 
process. We value the long-term relationships we have with our authors and we are committed to 
maintaining the standard of excellence that has been essential to Wiley's success for nearly two 
centuries. 
 
About the Journal 
Aggressive Behavior is the official Journal of the International Society for Research on 
Aggression (http://www.israsociety.com/). Aggressive Behavior invites English language 
manuscripts. All manuscripts pass through a standard, multilevel peer-review process.  
 
All manuscripts, including tables, figures, etc., should be submitted electronically to the 
Journal’s Manuscript Submission System. For detailed instructions to authors (submission 
guidelines etc.) visit:  http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%28ISSN%291098-
2337/homepage/ForAuthors.html 
 
Full-length manuscripts should be up to 20 double-spaced pages in length for the text (12-point 
Times New Roman font), plus references, tables, and figures. Manuscripts that exceed this limit 
will not be considered. The authors should prepare submission in APA style (6th edition of the 
APA Publication Manual). 
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We look forward to your contributions and hope you will consider Aggressive Behavior as 
an outlet for your research! 
 
Special Issue Editors 
Herbert Scheithauer & Haralambos Tsorbatzoudis 
 
Journal’s Website: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%28ISSN%291098-2337 

 
 
 
 
ISRA WEBMASTER 
Our ISRA webmaster is Brian Anderson, Center for the Study of Violence, Iowa State University. 
Please contact Brian at csv@iastate.edu if there is information you would like to see on the website. 
 
MEMBER WEBPAGES CAN BE LINKED TO THE ISRA WEBSITE 
If you would like your webpage listed as a link on the ISRA website, please send your request and the 
link to our webmaster, Brian, at csv@iastate.edu. 
 
TEACHING RESOURCES SECTION TO APPEAR ON ISRA WEBSITE 
We are developing a Teaching Resources section for the ISRA website. Please consider contributing to 
this endeavour! Contact Mike about materials you’d like to share. 
 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR ISRA WORLD MEETING VENUES 
We would like to urge our members to start developing proposals for our future ISRA World Meetings 
meetings (2018, 2020, etc.). If you would like to consider hosting a meeting, please let Mike, John, or 
Kaj know. It’s not too early to start that discussion! 
 
HAVE YOU RECENTLY PUBLISHED A BOOK? ARE YOU ABOUT TO LAUNCH A NEW 
BOOK? Why not share this information with all other ISRA members who might be more than 
interested to read or recommend it to colleagues and students? If you would like to see an advertisement 
for your book in the next Bulletin in December 2014, please contact Eric Dubow (edubow@bgsu.edu) or 
Manuela Martinez (manuela.martinez@uv.es) 
 
HOW DO YOU KNOW WHEN THE NEXT ISSUE OF AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR IS 
AVAILABLE ON-LINE? 
Wiley makes it possible to receive an email alert when a new issue is available. It requires that you 
create a Wiley log-in which can be done from Wiley's Aggressive Behavior home page. The link to 
receive "new content alerts" is located in the upper left section on the home page under "Journal Tools". 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%28ISSN%291098-2337  

Important ISRA Notices 
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The 37th CICA (International Conference on Conflict and 
Aggression) will take place in Zielona Góra, Poland, 
from 22 to 25 June 2014. 
 
It is organized, among others, by some well-known ISRA 
members such as Adam Fraczek, former President of 
ISRA, as Honorary Chair; J. Martin Ramirez, Elected 
Officer of ISRA on several occasions, as Chair; and 
Marzanna Farnicka, as Chair of the Local Committee. 
 
About eighty scientists of 13 countries from Europe, Asia, 
America, and Africa are gathered to share their thoughts 
and ideas on the phenomena of aggression and conflict 
resolution using a comprehensive, integrated, and 

interdisciplinary approach which takes into account both biological and psycho-socio-cultural 
factors. In addition to traditional oral and poster presentations, this year’s Conference has two 
discussion panels, two workshops, and a film, all concerned with the problems of aggression and 
the phenomenon of violence, and the ways of dealing with them.  
 
The two Keynote speakers will be the former presidents of ISRA, Adam Fraczek, and of the 
Society for Terrorism Research, Alice LoCicero. 
 
The eight oral sessions will be dedicated to:  
- Determinants of aggression in childhood and adolescence 
- Socio-cultural contexts of aggression 
- The problems of the prison system and the prevention of social exclusion 
- Terrorism as a threat in contemporary world 
- Aggression in interpersonal relationships 
- Determinants of Aggression in workplaces and in schools   
- Responsibility, human rights and peace 
- Violence, Peace and Complexity 
 
There will also be a movie on prisons and two discussion panels on: 
 - Aggression as a challenge for researchers 
 - Violence in Prisons – legal or illegal?    
 
Those readers interested in a more detailed program can access the full program link to the 
website of the CICA Conference:  
 
http://www.wpsnz.uz.zgora.pl/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=736&Itemid=1
42&lang=pl 
 
 

Program Highlights for the 37th International Conference on Conflict and 
Aggression: June 22-25, 2014, Zielona Góra, POLAND 

from the Society for Research on Adolescence 
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The 2014 Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research on Adolescence was held in Austin, Texas, from 
March 20-22. There were many presentations on the topics of adolescent aggression and violence. I 
searched the online program for the keywords “aggression” and “violence.” Below, I list the symposia 
papers on these topics. (The online program also lists poster presentations on these topics.) If you would 
like more information about specific presentations listed below, go to the SRA webpage where you can 
access a printable program of the biennial meeting, along with author contact information at the end of the 
program book:  http://www.s-r-a.org/submissions2014/2014SRA_Program_Book.pdf  
 

Bullying 
 
Enhancing anti-bullying efforts via theoretical articulation: Critiques of current practice and 
recommendations for improving intervention efforts   Patricia Hawley, Dorothy Espelage, 
Shelley Hymel, Philip Rodkin, Anne Williford  
  
Teachers’ Perceptions of Bullying: A Focus Group Approach   Lisa Rosen; Shannon Scott 
 
Teachers and Cyberbullying: Views and Comparisons to Students   Sheri Bauman; Noel A. 
Card; Daniel H. Erickson; Tyler Williams 
 
Educators’ Perceptions in Addressing Bullying of LGBTQ/Gender Nonconforming Youth   
Evelyn Perez; G. Thomas Schanding 
 
How do adults respond to bullying of youth in special education? Student reports from the Youth 
Voice Project   Charisse Nixon; Stan Davis; Nicole Shoenberger 
 
Effects of Gender, Ethnicity, and Depressive Symptoms on Latent Classes of Bullying among 
Early Adolescents 
Anne Williford; Aaron Boulton; Jeffrey M. Jenson 
 
An International Replication of the KiVa Antibullying Program: A Multilevel Evaluation of 
KiVa in the Netherlands 
Rene Veenstra; Gijs Huitsing; Beau Oldenburg; Rozemarijn van der Ploeg 
 
Participant Roles in Aggression: Analysis of the Overt Relational Aggression Participant Role 
Scales With Confirmatory Factor Analysis   Deborah M. Casper; Noel A. Card; Russell B. 
Toomey 
 
The Efficiency of the Social Bullying Involvement Scales – Revised   Sally Fitzpatrick; Kay 
Bussey 
 
Conceptualizing, Contextualizing, and Assessing School Bullying in Colombian Youth   Nadia 
S. Moratto Vasquez; Natalia Cardenas Zuluaga; Dedsy Y. Berbesi Fernandez; Juan Carlos 
Restrepo Botero; Luis Felipe Londoño Ardila 

Recent Child and Adolescent Aggression Research 
from the Society for Research on Adolescence 
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Cyberbullying 
 
Testing Direct and Indirect Effects of Maternal and Paternal Parenting on 
Bullying/Cyberbullying in Turkish Adolescents   Alexander T. Vazsonyi; Yalcin Özdemir; 
Marcia Malone Bell; Gabriela Jiskrová 
 
Understanding Bullying/Cyberbulling Victimization in Minority Youth: The Role of Self-
Control, Social Capital, and Coping Skills    Timothy P. Oblad; Elizabeth Trejos-Castillo 
 
Sex Differences in Cyber Bullying Behavior during Adolescence: A Meta-Analytic Review   
Sarah M. Coyne; Christopher P. Barlett 
 
How Do Adolescents Cope with In-person Bullying vs. Cyberbullying?   Stacey Bradbury; Eric 
F. Dubow 
 
Adolescents’ Traditional and Cyber Bullying Disclosure to Mothers, Teachers, and Friends: 
Implications for Intervention Programs    Kay Bussey; Meaghan Phillips 
 
Cyber Victimization: Predictors of Asking for Help from An Adult or Dealing with the Case 
Aggressively Cigdem Topcu; Sheri Bauman; Noel A. Card 
 
Digital Harm: Facebook Use, Traditional Gender Beliefs, and Dating Aggression   Lauren Reed 

 
Teen Dating Violence 

 
Clinical Trial of Second Step© Student Success Through Prevention Program: Preventing 
Adolescent Aggression, Homophobic Teasing, & Sexual Violence   Dorothy L. Espelage; Sabina 
Low; Joshua Polanin; Eric Brown 
 
Declines in Effectiveness in Anti-Bullying Programs for Older Adolescents: A Theory and a 
Meta-Analysis   David S. Yeager; Carlton J. Fong; Dorothy L. Espelage 
 
Interventions in K-12 Schools to Reduce Teen Dating Violence: A Meta-Analysis    Lisa De La 
Rue; Joshua Polanin; Dorothy L. Espelage 
 
Proximal associations of young at-risk couples’ intimate partner violence   Sabina Low; Joann 
W. Shortt; Deborah Capaldi; J. M. Eddy 
 
Prospective prediction of relationship aggression using an online serial assessment methodology   
John Grych; Christina Caiozzo; Jessica Houston 
 
Electronic Aggression in late Adolescence: Influences of Family Aggression, Empathy and 
Perspective-taking    Michelle C. Ramos; Ilana Kellerman; Kelly F. Miller; Gayla Margolin 
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Enhancing Teen Girls’ Assertiveness Skills to Reduce Dating Violence Victimization: An 
Evaluation of My Voice, My Choice   Lorelei S. Rowe; Ernest N. Jouriles; Renee McDonald; 
Anne L. Kleinsasser 
 
Family Relationships and Adolescent Problem Behavior: A Reciprocal Influence Model 
Predicting Early Adult Relationship Competence and Violence   Gregory M. Fosco; Mark Van 
Ryzin; Mark Feinberg 
 
Teen Dating Violence: Exploring Risk for Re-victimization in a National Sample of Youth   
Deinera Exner-Cortens; John Eckenrode; Emily Rothman 
 
Early Adolescent Cross-Gender Violence as a Precursor to Late Adolescent Dating Violence?   
Anjana Madan; Sylvie Mrug; Michael Windle 
 
Stability and mutuality of teen dating violence over time   Jeff R. Temple; Rebecca Weston; Vi D. 
Le; Swathi Anantha; Gregory L. Stuart; Chorong Kim; Lisa Cox 

 
Contextual Factors: Family, Media, War 

 
Reciprocal Relations Between Discipline and Aggression Throughout Childhood and 
Adolescence: An Analysis of Potential Moderators   Michael J. Sheehan; Malcolm Watson 
 
(Troubling) Lessons Learned: Contributions of Media Use to Gender Beliefs and Dating 
Aggression   L. Monique Ward 
 
Threshold Effects in the Relationship between Adolescent Extracurricular Activity Participation 
Intensity and Bullying and Physical Fighting   Jennifer L. Matjasko; Kristin Holland; Melissa K. 
Holt; Dorothy L. Espelage; Brian W. Koenig 
 
Strengthening Family Protective Factors and Youth Resiliency in the Face of Multiple 
Adversities   Lauren Ng, William Beardslee, Christine Mushashi, Sharon Teta, Charles Ingabire, 
Theresa Betancourt  
 
Positive and Negative Outcomes of Exposure to Ethnic-political Violence Among Palestinian 
and Israeli Youth   Erika Y. Niwa; Paul Boxer; Eric F. Dubow; L. R. Huesmann; Simha Landau; 
Shira D. Gvirsman; Khalil Shikaki; Jeremy Ginges 
 
Protracted Intergroup Conflict and Adolescent Prosocial Behaviors   Laura Taylor; Christine 
Merrilees; Marcie C. Goeke-Morey; Peter Shirlow; E. M. Cummings 
 
Taking Youth Seriously when Studying Political Conflict: Patterns of Political Activism and 
Associated Psychosocial Competence   Brian K. Barber; Carolyn R. Spellings; Joseph Olsen 
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Peer Factors 
 
Friendship Selection and Influence Processes in Early Adolescence: Exploring Differences for 
Aggression and Prosocial Behavior Within Gender Specific Contexts   Jan Kornelis Dijkstra; 
Christian Berger 
 
Early Adolescents’ Aggressiveness Moderates the Associations between Reported Responses to 
Peer Aggression and Peer Victimization   Melanie Dirks; Laura Cuttini; Addison J. Mott 
 
Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Youths’ Experiences of Direct and Indirect Aggression: Differences 
Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender   Ryan Kull; Neal A. Palmer 
 
Popularity and Status act as Rewards to Moderate Trajectories of Aggression During Early 
Adolescence   William M. Bukowski; Antonius (Toon) Cillessen; Jonathan B. Santo; Lina Maria 
Saldarriaga; Ana Maria Velásquez 
 
Social Goals, Physical and Relational Aggression, Preference, and Popularity: Longitudinal  
 
Associations During Middle School   Tiina Ojanen; Danielle Findley-Van Nostrand 
 
Perpetration of Violence and Posttraumatic Reactions Among Gang-Involved Youth: Roles of 
Gender and Callous-Unemotional Traits   Patricia K. Kerig; Shannon D. Chaplo; Diana Bennett 

 
Social Cognitive Factors 

 
The Role of Moral Disengagement in the Associations Between Bullying Involvement and 
Friendships, Moral Emotions, and Empathy   Tirza H. van Noorden; Shelley Hymel 
 
Friendship Selection and Influence in Bullying and Defending: Effects of Moral Disengagement   
Jelle J. Sijtsema; Ashwin Rambaran; Simona C. Caravita; Gianluca Gini 
 
The Role of Moral Disengagement in the Relationship Between Moral Emotions and Bullying   
Angela Mazzone; Marina Camodeca 
 
How do Moral Disengagement and Other Individual Factors Contribute to Bullying Involvement 
in a Minority Sample?   Milena D. Batanova; Gianluca Gini 
 
Moral Disengagement and Cyber Bullying Associated with Cyber Witnesses and Victims   Kay 
Bussey; Sally Fitzpatrick 
 
The Effect of Very Best Friendships on Moral Disengagement and Aggression Efficacy in 
Intervening Against Social Bullying    Sally Fitzpatrick; Kay Bussey 
 
Moral Disengagement, Moral Emotions and Their Associations with Bullying and Defending 
Behavior among Early Adolescents   Robert Thornberg; Tiziana Pozzoli; Gianluca Gini; Tomas 
Jungert 
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Witnessing Bullying and Moral Disengagement: A Formula for Behaving Badly   Rina A. 
Bonanno; Shelley Hymel 
 
Dehumanization as Moderator in the Association Between Empathy and Bullying   Tirza H. van 
Noorden; Gerbert J. Haselager; Antonius (Toon) Cillessen; William M. Bukowski 
 
Associations Between Social Status Insecurity and Relational Aggression: Moderation of Social 
Cognitive Processes   Yan Li; Yunyi Long 

 
Physiological Factors 

 
The moderating role of RSA reactivity and skin conductance reactivity in the association 
between relational victimization and relational aggression   Caitlin R. Wagner; Jamie L. Abaied 
 
Cortisol, DHEA(S), and the Cortisol/DHEA(S) Ratio in Young Adolescent Aggression   Mary E. 
Saczawa; Julia Graber; Jeanne Brooks-Gunn 
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ISRA: an Interdisciplinary Society 
  
ISRA, the International Society for Research on 
Aggression, founded in 1972, is an international 
interdisciplinary, organization dedicated to the 
study and dissemination of information on the 
causes and consequences of aggressive behavior 
and violence in all of its forms and contexts.  
 

 
 

The Social Burden of Violence 
 

The human capacity for aggressiveness and 
violence inflicts a considerable burden on 
society. Obviously, it can lead to death and 
immediate physical injury, but it also creates 
long-term physical and emotional disabilities. In 
addition, violence has a profound effect on those 
who witness it, such as the families and 
communities of the victims. Moreover, it 
impairs the ability of communities to address 
important public health issues, such as infectious 
diseases, malnutrition, urban decay, and 
environmental hazards. Violence and aggression 
often prevents the delivery of critical public 
services, such as emergency management and 
education. Such effects on society tend to 
exacerbate the very adverse social conditions 
that promote aggression, facilitating a vicious 
circle, with violence as a crucial factor.  
 

 

 
home page: http://www.israsociety.com/ 

ISRA's Core Mission 
 

Effectively addressing violence and aggression, 
whether it be child abuse, domestic violence, 
homicide, terrorism, sexual violence, or civil 
wars, requires a sustained focus by international 
scientists. ISRA's principal mission since 1972 is 
to show that aggression and violence, as well as 
alternative ways to resolve conflicts, can be 
successfully studied using scientific methods.  
 
 

 
  

Members, Meetings and Media 
 
• ISRA members gather for World Meetings 

every other year on alternating continents. 
• All members receive Aggressive Behavior the 

official journal of ISRA at a discount. 
• Members receive the ISRA E-Bulletin. 
 
 

 
 

From Understanding to Solutions 
  
Finding solutions to the pervasive consequences 
of aggression, requires a multidisciplinary 
approach. To understand the complex causes, 
our research addresses brain and other physical 
processes that underlie the human capacity for 
violence and the psychological processes that 
facilitate violent actions. Strategies providing 
alternatives to violence are studied together with 
the social factors that serve to promote or 
prevent violent behavior. Importantly, students 
of aggression studies are increasingly moving  
beyond the simple awareness of new results in 
other disciplines, to develop important research 
approaches that span multiple disciplines. As a 
result, novel areas of synergy and convergence 
between different disciplines and methodologies 
emerge. ISRA meetings and media provide the 
forum and the multidisciplinary audience.  
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 Join ISRA & Turn page!  ► 

A Multidisciplinary Society  
  
ISRA is home to virtually all scientific 
disciplines interested in aggression and violence, 
such as psychology, neuroscience, anthropology, 
animal behavior, endocrinology, primatology, 
psychiatry, genetics, pharmacology, sociology, 
and criminology. Joining ISRA will help you to 
reach the right audience for your own research. 
Its meetings provide an optimal forum to learn 
about novel concepts and advances in other 
fields. Members enjoy reduced registration fees 
at ISRA meetings.  

 
 

 

Awards  
 

• Each World Meeting the John Paul Scott Award  
is presented to a scientist with a distinguished 
lifetime contribution to aggression research. 

• Presentation Awards are granted to young 
scientists for excellence in presentation of 
original research to a multidisciplinary audience.  

 
 

 

The ISRA Logo 
 
The ISRA logo reflects our intention to advance 
the understanding of a deeply rooted behavior. 
The humanoid figure in the logo was modified 
from a petrograph called "the warrior" on the 
Minnesota-Ontario border1). The figure seems to  
express the ambivalent human attitude towards 
aggression. The figure faces us, a spear in its left 
hand, reflecting potential to kill. The tip of the  
spear points downwards, so the weapon is not 
about to be thrown. The right hand is up and 
open, a stop-signal in many cultures, and often a 
signal of peaceful intent. The heart-shaped body 
expresses force and human’s emotional nature. 
 
1) M Furtman, Magic on the rocks  (2000) ISBN: 0-916691-02-0 

 

 
 

Home page: http://www.israsociety.com/ 
Membership 

  
ISRA has four kinds of members: 
• Fellows are scientists working in any 

biological, psychological or social science on 
problems of aggression. 

• Associates are scientists or professionals 
supportive of the Society’s goals but who are 
not actively engaged in aggression research. 

• Student members are graduate students  
nominated by a Fellow of the Society. 

• Life Fellows are chosen on a significant 
lifetime record in aggression research.  

 

 
 

Joining ISRA 
 
In order to join the society, please send a CV to:  
 

Prof Michael Potegal  
Executive Secretary ISRA 
MMC 486 
420 Delaware St SE 
Minneapolis MN 55455 
 

E-Mail: poteg001@umn.edu 
 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
Name _________________________________ 
Address ________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
 

Affiliation ______________________________ 
E-Mail _________________________________ 
Phone Office   Phone Home  
__________________ ___________________ 
 

Dues including Aggressive Behavior subscription 
□ Fellow 60$   □Associate 60$  □ Student 30$  

 

These are 2010 rates 
 

Updated Information see ISRA home page. 
 

Official Journal: Aggressive Behavior 
 http://www.interscience.wiley.com 

 

 


